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The Sutter County Children & Families 
Commission is requesting new program 
ideas from the Community.  Proposed 
programs must address the needs identi-
fied in the Commission’s Strategic Plan. 
The Commission is looking for two types 
of ideas Mini Grant Proposals—one time 
grants not exceeding $2500 and Com-
munity Impact Proposals—Annual pro-
gram costs not to exceed $150,000 per 
year. The Commission will not fund capi-
tal improvements. To submit your 
groups, childcare facility or organizations 
idea for services to children ages 0-5 and 
their families in Sutter County complete a 
concept paper application.  You may 
submit more than one Concept Paper.  
The application is only two pages long 

and is available at the Com-
mission office or on the 
Commission webpage. The 

Strategic Plan is also avail-
able on the webpage. Appli-

cations must be submitted to the Com-
mission office by Friday January 20, 
2006 5pm. Applications can not be 
faxed or emailed and postmarks will 
not be accepted.   
The Commission will review all the pro-
posals submitted and those meeting 
the identified needs in the strategic 
plan and demonstrating the most valu-
able use of Commission funding will be 
invited to submit a full funding pro-
posal.  The Concept Papers recom-
mended to submit full proposals will be 
presented at the regular Commission 
meeting on February 24, 2006.  If you 
need additional information please call 
the office at 822-7505 or visit our web-
page www.suttercounty.org/cfc . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Toolbox for Tots-Parent Helpline televi-
sion show airs on Comcast Channel 19 
every Wednesday night at 6:30pm.  
Every show features a different profes-
sional answering questions by phone or 
email for parents.  To phone in questions 

call 790-3335 or email your question to 
toolboxtv_tv@cable.comcast.com.   
The broadcast schedule is available on 
line at www.suttercounty.org/cfc. 
The January schedule  features 
Sharen Dowdall, Behavioral Specialist 
discussing “Biting”, Thelma Amaya, 
School Readiness Coordinator dis-
cussing how to get your child ready for 
school, Dulia Aguilar, Substance 
Abuse Specialist “Safe from the Start” 
and Jackie Sillman will continue tips on 
keeping your child safe from household 
hazards.    
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The Commission and Yuba 
City Unified School District 
are pleased to introduce the 
new School Readiness Pro-
gram Manager, Mary Ann 
Hedrick.   Mary Ann joined 
the School Readiness pro-
gram in early December 

and will serve as the program manager for  the School 
Readiness Program, Smart Start and Sutter County 
Smiles. Mary Ann comes to the position with 15 years of 
early childhood teaching experience with Yuba City Uni-
fied School District. She has been a leader in early inter-

  New School Readiness New School Readiness   
                                Program ManagerProgram Manager  

Ed Smith director of Sutter County Human 
Services is announcing a new Sutter County 
service, a web site called Sutterhelps.org .  
This web site will allow individuals or service 
staff to make preliminary decisions regarding 
eligibility for a variety of programs including 
Medi-Cal, CMSP, WIC, Food Stamps, Child 
Health Disability Prevention, In home Suppor-
tive Services and School lunch programs, in 
total there are sixteen programs that will evalu-
ate each individuals specific circumstances 
and provide a preliminary indication of eligibil-
ity.  The site was modeled after an Oregon 
State site that covered eight programs. Sutter 
County Information Technology staff, Welfare, 
Social Service and Health department staff 
have all worked together to develop and refine 
the information provided.  Due to the complex 
nature of most programs eligibility for any pro-
gram without completing a full examination of 
case circumstances is not guaranteed.   
Sutterhelps.org is an attempt to provide indi-
viduals and workers with assistance in an-
swering preliminary questions about program 
eligibility and can save workers and clients 
time and effort.  Sutterhelps is a FREE ser-
vice available on line 24 hours per day for your 
convenience.   If you have questions, com-
ments or suggestions please call Ed Smith at 
822-7327 or email esmith@co.sutter.ca.us.  

Sutter County introduces Sutter County introduces 
new web service sitenew web service site  

vention programs at school sites. Over the past 
several years Mary Ann has supported new 
teachers through the Tri-County Beginning 
Teacher Support and Assessment program and 
provided professional development for new 
teachers in Yuba City Unified School District as 
well as for the Tri-County program. She assisted 
in grant writing and evaluating programs both 
locally and  throughout the state. Mary Ann re-
ceived her Administrative Credential and Mas-
ters of Arts in Educational Leadership from Sac-
ramento State University in May 2005.  
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